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13 inteli wﬂnceAmnciés L

Q. I‘:ir."Preside’nt’,’ w,hén you came to
office there was 2 lot ol criticism of tha
intetlizence agailcies, about the meths'
od§ they were using, and now since the
Iran-thing there’s a good-deal of criti- - e Coe e

‘ ism, it seems, about their evaluation. a o '
el ... .  Howconcernad wece yowabeutthedss . | . L
. - - telligence ewvaluations in- fran? And .- - S

- could you give us a general comment
_._about what you think the state of the i . o
*teilligence arts is today? - - S S S : : : SRR o

T e -—“ﬂ—i’ve said several times thatoneat .~ T
T e pledsant surprxses By ova AL T LT D
R ministration as been the high quality o .

et e R e T WMLWN}; done.by-thadntaligence €ome T cme] e e i e
© _munity. When linterrogate them abuut ]
) . a specific intelligence irem, whenIget - . = ..
Term e o e general agsessiments cof iatellizence
’ . mnatters, I've been very- pleased with ~

) thequahryof their work.. .

T ", ¢ Recently, however, I have been con- :
! - cerned that the trend that was estab. - . K
-~ lished about 15 years ago to get intellj- - - ]
. gence.-from elac‘mmc maans. might
“have been overemphasized, sometimes’
27 to.the Qetrirnent of the assessment of - ¢
.. theintelligence derived and also thein- .
" telljgence derived through  normal
political channels. Not secret intelli-
"' gence, sometimes just the assessment . .
--. of public information that's known in '
o dxfferent countries around the world

e And recently T wrote a note-—. whick -
 is mycustom, I write several eve'ry day.
5 =<t thé National Security Council; the™
. State Department 2nd the C.LA. lead- -
- ers, and asked them to get iogather
= with others"and see how we could im-
-- prove the quaiity of our assessment - - -
‘-."‘pro ram and also, pamcularly, pohtb. s
~eal assessments.

) " Since I've been momcewe have sub-
-~ stantially modifisd the order of prior-
. ties addressed by the'intelligence coms
munity.in its totality. When I became .

S 7 President I was concerned, during the,
e T -‘?frrftfewmonths thatqmteoftenthem-
e e . telligence - ‘community, itself, set its -7

o own priarities as 4 supplier of intetli-~
- “gence information. 1 felt that the cus~.
' tomers — the ones who receive the in-
- tellipence inforrnation, including the :
- i e Defense - Department, myself and - N S S - -
CoUvionroot. L0 others—oughttobetheories tosay this g7 T
- . , s what we consxder to be most 1mp0r- :
- . Toetant, b e - .

e That effort has been comp‘leted And
i it's now working very well. 50, to sum-
marize, there is still some progress to
- be made. 1 was-pleased with intelli- - .
© gence community’s work when I first
' Cameintooffice and it's been improved
4 gincelbecame President.
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